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- 1. . ihere have been numerous complaints recently from offlcers of uhe Colombian
-#rmed Forces with rsgarc to Gsneral German Ocampo, Kinister of War. Thnis
ciesatisfaction stems from iLhe followings :

&. Favoritism shown by Ocampo for certain oiiicers;

b. Uocampo's failurs to hold military educatvional functions, sucn as General
Steff schools and other instruction required for promotion in the army; and

c. Ocampo's inability to texe advantage of' the state of siege to obtain

arms and ‘squipment nseded for the expansion of uh® Armsd Forces. The Armgy
belisves that Ocampo is the only Minisver who followed the President's reguest
for curtailment of doller purchases by the ministries. =

2. A renking member of the General Staff recently stated that during the month
of December 1948 Ocampo will be relieved of his post as Minister of War. Hs
is o bs given a diplomatic post, possibly as Colowbian Hilitary Representative
25X1X6 To the United Netions. ‘

-3 » Apother source stated that he had received information from all the departments
of Colombis thet there is & noticeable lowering of morale, as well as a distinct
breach between the enlisted pereonnel and ths officers of the army. The
source bellieves, howsver, thet thes information fails to indicate thet this is e
wmified sffort or movemsnt smong tue troops, but rather that it is a sponteneous
reaction Lo varying degrees of severity in ths various departments. He further
stavea thai despite the cifferences betwesn the enlisted men sna the officers,
the latter still maintain fairly good cobtrol end discipline over the troops.

4. A third source siatsd thet he concucied numsrous investigations, with negative
results, in various parts of the country during ithe past three months, in an
effort to verify numerous compleinis raceiveu concerning subversive mestings
of both troops enu offivers. kLe eauded, however, thet thers ars indications
of aissension and discontent amcng the offivsrs and troops bescauss, ot the nature
of the wor« the Army hus been aseignsa subsequsnt“to the 9 April 1948 uprising, ¥
vamely, assuming police uuties, patrols, siwc. .ne source also ststec that
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uhs Aray 18 conuucting sxisusive invssiigations in lsitiat anu Communist
groups, wno &rs andeavoring to crsute mutiny anc cisesmsion in tas rauxs.

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP82-00457R002200190003-8



